SCIENTIFIC   MEDICINE IN  THE   XIX CENTURY
1892 Welch discovered the bacillus of gas gangrene, bacillus
aerogenes capsulatus, sometimes named bacillus Welchii. He was
a man of wide culture, and an outstanding success as a teacher,
his influence being felt throughout the United States.
His keen interest in the history of medicine led him in later
life to relinquish his work in Pathology and Public Health in
order to accept the post of Professor of Medical History. The
William H. Welch Library and Institute of Medical History at
Baltimore is a fitting memorial of this great teacher and scholar
(p. 403).
Others who enriched the science of bacteriology might be
mentioned ; it may suffice to name two who were victims of the
diseases they studied. HOWARD TAYLOR RICKETTS (1871-1910),
who died of typhus fever in Mexico City, had shown that this
disease was caused by minute organisms which were neither
bacilli nor protozoa.1 This group, now known as Rickettsia
infections, include trench fever (conveyed by the louse), Japan
river fever (by the harvest mite), and Rocky Mountain fever
(by a tick). DANIEL CARRION died at Lima in 1885 after self-
inoculation with verruga peruana.2
Some of the other workers who devoted their lives to the con-
quest of tropical diseases will be mentioned in Chapter XVIII.
1 H. Zinsser, Rats, Lice, and History > 1935, p. 224
* A. A. Moll, Aesculapius in Latin America, Philadelphia, 1944, p. 443
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